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The Enduring Legacy of Saint Olav in Heraldry

Associate Professor Dr Jan Oscar Engene (Norway)
The lecture will be delivered in English.
Summary

The lion rampant in Norway’s coat of arms bears the axe of Saint Olav, or Olav Haraldsson,
King of Norway from 1015 to 1028, who was martyred by the axe on the battlefield in 1030.
In order to legitimise their rule through his legacy as rex perpetuus Norvegice, the axe was
incorporated into the national arms around 1280. Yet the cult of Saint Olav was far from
confined to Norway. It spread across Northern Europe, from present-day Finland to the British
Isles, leaving a heraldic legacy that endures to this day.

This paper explores the symbolism of Saint Olav in coats of arms, as well as in the insignia of
orders and medals in Norway and in heraldic traditions across Northern Europe. While the
image of Saint Olav seated on a throne, holding an axe and an orb, appears in civic heraldry in
Sweden and Finland, including Aland, references to Saint Olav in Norwegian civic heraldry
draw on other images and legends associated with Norway’s eternal king. The paper will also
examine references to Saint Olav in the British Isles.

Cv

Jan Oskar Engene, dr. polit., is Associate Professor in the Department of Comparative Politics
at the University of Bergen, Norway. He is a former Head of Department and former Associate
Dean for Education at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Bergen. He is a board
member of the Norwegian Heraldry Society, a former board member of the Nordic Flag
Society, and former editor of Nordisk Flaggkontakt. He is a Fellow of FIAV, the International
Federation of Vexillological Associations; an Associate Member of the Académie
Internationale d'Héraldique; and an Honorary Member of the Institute of Genealogy, Heraldry
and Vexillology.

Sv. Olafo tradicijos testinumas heraldikoje

Doc. dr. Jan Oskar Engene (Norvegija)
Paskaita bus skaitoma angly kalba.
Santrauka

Norvegijos valstybés herbe pavaizduotas stacias lititas savo letenose laiko Sv. Olafo, arba Olafo
Haraldssono, kirvi. Olafas Haraldssonas buvo Norvegijos karalius 1015-1028 m. ir 1030 m.
zuvo misio lauke, nukautas kirviu. Siekiant jteisinti savo valdZig per jo, kaip rex perpetuus
Norvegia, palikima, apie 1280 m. kirvis buvo jtrauktas ] Norvegijos valstybés herbg. Taciau


http://www.icghv.com/
https://www4.uib.no/finn-ansatte/jan-oskar.engene

Sv. Olafo kultas neapsiribojo vien Norvegija. Jis paplito visoje Siaurés Europoje — nuo
dabartinés Suomijos iki Brity saly — ir paliko heraldinj pédsaka, iSliekantj iki Siy dieny.

Siame pranes$ime nagrinéjama Sv. Olafo simbolika herbuose, taip pat ordiny ir medaliy
insignijose Norvegijoje bei heraldinéje tradicijoje visoje Siaurés Europoje. Sv. Olafo atvaizdas,
kuriame jis sédi soste ir rankose laiko kirvj bei valdZzios obuolj, aptinkamas Svedijos ir
Suomijos, iskaitant Alandy salas, miesty heraldikoje. Tuo tarpu Norvegijos miesty heraldikoje
Sv. Olafo vaizdiniai grindZiami kitais simboliais ir legendomis, susijusiomis su amZinuoju
Norvegijos karaliumi. Praneiime taip pat bus nagrin¢jami Sv. Olafo atspindZiai Brity saly
heraldikoje.

Cv

Jan Oskar Engene, dr. polit., yra Bergeno universiteto (Norvegija) Lyginamosios politikos
katedros docentas. Anksciau jis ¢jo katedros vadovo ir Socialiniy moksly fakulteto studijy
prodekano pareigas. Jis yra Norvegijos heraldikos draugijos valdybos narys, buves Siaurés
Saliy veksilologijos draugijos valdybos narys ir buves leidinio Nordisk Flaggkontakt
redaktorius. Jis taip pat yra FIAV — Tarptautinés veksilology asociacijy federacijos — narys,
Tarptautinés heraldikos akademijos (Académie Internationale d’Héraldique) asocijuotasis
narys ir Genealogijos, heraldikos ir veksilologijos instituto garbés narys.



